S.C. Aeronautical Training Center

To support the state’s growing aerospace cluster,
Trident Technical College will construct the S.C.
Aeronautical Training Center on its Main Campus
in North Charleston. The new facility will increase
capacity to provide training for well-paying jobs in
expanding advanced manufacturing industries that
have diverse workforces and excellent upward job
mobility.
The 224,000-square-foot project includes a main
building, central energy plant, paint hangar and
ramp. The facility provides space for classrooms,
shops and labs (composite, engine, avionics, paint
and tool, welding and sheet metal) and open bays to
accommodate aircraft, large aircraft parts and
training aids.

The college will issue the construction contract in
January for site work and will issue a contract for
the building construction in summer 2017. Barring
delays, the college anticipates construction will be
completed in 2019.

Sources of funds for construction:
State Funding
(construction and equipment)
Charleston County (cash)
Charleston County (road work)
City of North Charleston
Federal EDA Grant
Federal Perkins Grants
Trident Technical College
(cash and land)
Private Contributions

$ 48,441,348

Total

$ 79,326,908

$ 18,750,000
$
337,000
$ 1,000,000
$ 2,000,000
$
471,560
$ 8,125,000
$

202,000

A $6 million gift from the Zucker family will be
used to enhance programs housed in the new
facility and to help sustain the ongoing operation of
the center. The Zuckers designated $500,000 of the
pledge to be issued as a matching challenge to fund
a solar roof on the center’s aircraft hangar.
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“We have a decade to do what Washington State
had 100 years to do – create an aeronautical
culture. The S.C. Aeronautical Training Center
will not only allow us to meet the demand for
skilled workers but will help spark an interest in
the next generation of South Carolinians to
pursue a career in the aerospace field.”
- Dr. Mary Thornley

President, Trident Technical College

The S.C. Aeronautical Training Center will house
the college’s Aeronautical Studies academic
programs as well as aeronautical training offered
by the college’s Division of Continuing Education
and Economic Development and readySC. The
new facility will add more training space and
increase efficiency by consolidating classrooms and
labs now distributed across two campuses and five
buildings into one location.
An estimated 5,370 students and 120 faculty and
staff will use this facility annually.

The S.C. Aeronautical Training Center will
house the following programs and training for
advanced manufacturing:
Aeronautical Studies
Aircraft Maintenance Technology
Aircraft Assembly Technology
Avionics Maintenance Technology
Composite Manufacturing Technology*
Industrial and Engineering Technology
Electrician: Automation and Industrial
Electrician: Automated Controls
Advanced Automation: Mechatronics
readySC Training for Boeing South Carolina
Phase I - Pre-Employment Training
Phase II - New Hire Training
Phase III - Factory Skill Enhancement

“For South Carolina to have the ability to absorb the
workforce requirements of suppliers as well as
Boeing, we need added capacity to train workers.
This new facility will position our state to meet the
needs of the rapidly expanding aerospace cluster as
well as other advanced manufacturing industries.”
- Dr. Mary Thornley

President, Trident Technical College

For more information, contact
Joseph Griffin, President’s Office
843.574.6241
joseph.griffin@tridenttech.edu

Continuing Education
Aeronautical Skills
Enhanced Composites
Electrical Assembly
Mechanical Assembly*
Tooling*
Quality*
CNC*
Advanced Manufacturing
Mechatronics
Robotics*
CNC Machining
Additive Manufacturing*
CAD/CAM
Materials*
Nondestructive Inspection (NDI)*
Engineering
Seminars (various topics)
Transportation/Logistics
Quality Control*
Certified Production Technician (MSSC)
* New Programs
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