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When you use someone else’s words, ideas, or images in your writing, you must give that person credit by documenting the source, usually by including citations (Author p#) within the text, along with a Works Cited page (that lists all the sources cited within the text) at the end of your paper. The Modern Language Association (MLA) requires that documentation be provided in the following format for printed books:  

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article or shorter work.” (in quotation marks) Title of the book. (italicized) Name of the editor, translator, or compiler. Edition used. Number of the volume used. Name of the series. City (and state if necessary) of publication: name of publisher, year of publication. Medium of publication.
If there is not information for a certain category, skip that category and move to the next one.  For instance, if you are citing a book with one author, you will not have a “Title of article or shorter work” category in your listing. Alphabetize entries by the first letter of the citation entry. Use a hanging indent format. Below are some examples of common citation forms: 

Book by one author:
Welty, Eudora.  One Writer’s Beginnings.  Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1984. Print.
 Book by two or three authors:

Leghorn, Lisa, and Katherine Parker.  Woman’s Worth.  Boston: Rutledge, 1981. Print.
Book by more than three authors:
Moore, Mark H., et al. The Elusive Target of Justice.  Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1984. Print.
Book by group or corporate author :

The Boston Women’s Health Collective. Our Bodies, Ourselves. New York: Simon, 1986. Print.
Book with an author and an editor:

Bronte, Emily.  Wuthering Heights.  Ed. David Daiches.  London: Penguin, 1985. Print.
One selection from an anthology:

Fairbank, John King. “Footbinding.”  World Views: Classic and Contemporary Readings. 2nd ed. Ed. Ann McDonald, Jim Neilson, and Jack Trotter. Boston: Pearson Custom, 2002. 170-178. Print.
Format for printed periodicals:

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article or shorter work.” (in quotation marks) Title of the journal, magazine, or newspaper. (italicized)  Volume number.issue number (Year of publication) [or] month and year of publication [or] day month year of publication: page numbers. Medium of publication.
Article in a scholarly journal:

Milazzo, Lee.  “Southwest Chronicle.”  Southwest Review 70.4 (1985): 130-138. Print.
Article from a newspaper or weekly magazine or from a monthly journal:

Daily: George, Mary.  “Students Pushed Too Fast, Experts Say.”  Denver Post 23 Oct. 1988, morning ed.: A1+.  Print.
Weekly: Toufexis, Anastasia. “Dining with Invisible Danger.”  Time 27 March 1989: 28. Print.
Monthly: Wells, Melanie. “The Roots of Literacy.”  Psychology Today June 1988: 20-22. Print.
Other types of sources:

A pamphlet or brochure (Treat a pamphlet as you would a book):


Charleston by Bus. Columbia, SC: BrochuresRus, 2004.

A personal  interview:


O’Brien, Tim. E-mail interview. 23 March 2005.

Reminders…

· Arrange all entries on the Works Cited page in alphabetical order by author’s last name. If there is no author, list the entry by the title. 

· When documenting a government publication, cite as the author the government agency that issued the publication (unless there is a named author of the text). State the name of the government first, followed by the name of the agency (ex.—United States. Dept. of Health and Human Services.)

· The first line is flush with the left margin. The rest of the entry is indented ½ inch from the left margin. If you are using word processing software, format using “hanging indent.” 
· If you use more than one work by a single author, substitute three hyphens for the author’s name after the first citation.  Use a period after the hyphens.  Ex. ---.

· Starting with the title Works Cited in the top center of your page, use double spacing throughout.  Do not add extra spacing between entries. If you’re citing only one work, your title should read Work Cited (no “s” on Work).






Source:  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.


MLA Works Cited:  Electronic Sources

Information that should be included in Works Cited electronic citations includes:

Author’s name or the name of an editor, compiler, etc., (reversed for alphabetizing). “Title of the Web Page, article, or section.” (in quotation marks). Title of the Web Site, online book, etc. (italicized). Original print publication information (title of book or magazine, place and date of publication). Title of the Web Site or Name of Database (italicized). Date of electronic publication, latest update, or revision (for Web Sites, not databases). Medium of publication. Date when researcher accessed the source. 
Note: Get as much of the above information as possible at the time you access the source. For websites, personal pages, etc., try to locate the home page of the site, which often contains publication and author/ownership information. Many online sources do not have page or paragraph numbers. Numbers that appear in the bottom right corner of a printed copy indicate the number of pages printed; they are not the page numbers of the source.
Below are some examples of common citation forms for electronic (online) works:
An entire Internet site:

CNN.com. Cable News Network. 15 May 2009. Web. 25 Aug. 2009.
     A short work from an online site:
Barber, Jean. “Idyllic Interludes in Ireland.” GoIrish. n.d.. Tourism Bureau of Ireland. Web. 8 May 2008. 

     A Home Page for a course:

Cuddy-Keane, Melanie. English 101 home page. Dept. of English, U of Connecticut, 2002. Web.  13 Aug. 2009. 

An Entire Online Book:

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. 1841. Ed. Henry Church. New York: Penguin, 2004. Jane Austen Information Page. Web. 11 Sept. 2008. 

  A Work from a Library Database or Subscription Service  (InfoTrac, SIRS, etc.):

Youkim, Lou. “Work-Related Illness.” American Family Physician 65.4 (2002): 340-345. Expanded Academic ASAP. Web.  14 Sept. 2009.

     A Posting on a Blog:
Supergirl. “Get it Right.” Superblogs. N. p. 16 Aug. 2009. Web. 2 Sept. 2009.

A Film or Film Clip:
Murnau, F.W., dir. Nosferatu. 1922. The Sync. Web.16 June 2006.
An Online Government Publication:

United States Dept. of Justice. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Law Enforcement and Juvenile Crime. By Howard N. Snyder. Dec. 2001. Web. 24 June 2008.
    An Article in an Online Magazine:

King, Mark. “Now is the Summer of Too Much Content.”  Slate. 21 July 1998. n. pag. Web. 26 Oct. 2009.
Primary changes to MLA in 2009:

· Do not underline titles. MLA recommends italicizing titles of independently published works.

· Do not include URLs for online sources, unless the citation information does not lead readers easily to the source.

· Include both volume and issue numbers of periodicals, regardless of whether or not the publication uses continuous pagination.
· Include the publication medium for each citation entry. Most entries will be listed as Print or Web. However, you may also have mediums such as DVD, TV, or Performance. The medium note for Web sources  should be followed by the date of access.

· ***  Include abbreviations n.p. (no publisher), n.d. (no date), and n. pag. (no pagination) as appropriate for sources that do not provide publication dates, publisher names, or page numbers.

Parenthetical In-text Citations:

Indicate when you have used ideas, images, or words from a source by citing the information with in-text parenthetical citations (Author p#) within the text of your paper, along with a Works Cited page (that lists all the sources cited within the text) at the end of your paper. In-text citations include just enough information to let a reader locate the source in your Works Cited page and the place within the source where you found the cited material. For MLA format, you usually list the author’s last name and a page number at the place in your writing where you use the source information. 
For example, if you use a quote from page 53 of a book by John Smith, the in-text citation would be as follows:

The main point of the law is to “create guidelines for behavior” (Smith 53).
The quotation marks “…..”  indicate that you used the words exactly as they appeared in the source.

You must also use a citation if you restate the ideas from the source in your own words (called paraphrasing), but do not quote directly. Example:

Providing individuals with guidelines for appropriate behavior is the main point of the law (Smith 53).
If there is no author, your Works Cited page citation will begin with a title, usually of a shorter work such as an article title. Your in-text citation for such a work should use keywords from the title in quotation marks within the parentheses. For example, if you quote information from page 21 of an article titled “Ways to Win at Poker” that has no author named, your in-text citation would be as follows:
A good player will always “read the tells” (“Ways” 21) of other players.
Note: Be sure that you have a Works Cited page citation for all sources referred to in the in-text citations. 
On the following page is a sample Works Cited page. The types of sources listed on the sample Works Cited page include:

#1
 Book with two authors—(Ascoli)

#2
 Scholarly article from an online database—(Clegg)

#3
 Online book—(Kahn)

#4
 Article from personal website—(Kreis)

#5
 Selection from an anthology-- (Machiavelli)

#6
 Article from online reference site–(“Niccolo”)

#7
 Entire website—(Niccolo)
#8
 Book, one author—(Skinner)

#9 Second book by same author as # 9—(---)

#10 Book with translator—(Viroli)

#11 Newspaper editorial on website—(Wright)
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