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Many students find it hard to read texts and retain information about what they have read. When discussing or writing about texts, you must learn to distinguish the important aspects of the text and be able to determine what specific aspects of the text you should address, based on your assignment. 
When you analyze a text, you consider the parts of the text and
 how those parts work together as a whole.
As you read, you may want to highlight and make margin notes in order to remind yourself later of the parts of the text that seemed most important at the time of the reading.

The following ideas will help you consider the various parts of a text:  
· What is the thesis and/or focus of the essay?
· What are the topics (main points) of the text?
· What is the author’s tone (how does the author seem to feel toward the subject)?
· Who is the intended audience for the text?
· Are there any specific details that you recall?  
· Look for factual material, data, and statistics that are used to support arguments.
· Is there anything unusual or unique about the text?
· What are your opinions about the essay?
· Are there any references to other texts, people, places or historical events that help place emphasis on the author’s point?  What are they?  How do these references help you understand the text?
· From what point-of-view is the piece written?  Why is that effective or not?
· What is the author trying to accomplish?
· Look for contrasts and comparisons.  Frequently authors embed these in their texts.  When you can, make a chart that shows these contrasts and comparisons.
· Don’t expect to agree with everything an author writes.  If you disagree, make sure you have valid reasons.  Even if the authors are wrong about some things, they may be right about others.          (08/06)






Bldg. 920/ Rm. 211
[image: image1.wmf]
Ph. 574-6409
Analyzing Texts

[image: image1.wmf]