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Essentially, sentences are composed of different combinations of clauses and phrases, with other descriptive words added that provide more information.
Phrase: a phrase is a group of words acting together in a sentence

Ex. In a minute, on time, a little red wagon, to act wisely, traveling adventurously
Clause: a clause is a subject and a verb acting together; often, other words appear with them
Ex. Rain falls, the sleek tiger crouched low, after the storm passes, when the dog barked
There are two different kinds of clauses: Independent Clauses (IC) and Dependent Clauses (DC)
(IC) Independent Clause: This kind of clause can stand on its own as a sentence; it expresses a complete thought.

Ex. The employee earned a raise.  His happiness grew.

(DC) Dependent Clause: This kind of clause cannot stand on its own as a sentence; it does not express a complete thought.  If a dependent clause is left on its own (not joined to an independent clause), it is a fragment.
Ex. because the employee earned a raise; when his happiness grew
· Dependent clauses do have a subject and a verb, but they have a subordinating conjunction in front of them that makes them dependent (subordinate).

· For a list of subordinating conjunctions, see The Writing Center’s handout “Subordinate Clauses/Prepositional Phrases/Transitions” or page 159 of The Little, Brown Compact Handbook.

Below are some common constructions for joining sentences; pay careful attention to the punctuation.  See back of sheet for examples & more detail.
1. IC. IC.
2. IC; IC.

3. IC; conjunctive adverb, IC.

4. IC, coordinating conjunction IC.

5. DC, IC.

6. IC, DC.  or   IC DC. 
7. Beginning of IC, nonessential Dependent Clause, End of IC.
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1. IC. IC.
Emily works every day before her class.  She is a dedicated worker and student.
2. IC; IC.

Emily works four hours on Wednesdays; she works three hours on Thursdays.
3. IC; conjunctive adverb, IC.

Emily is on vacation; therefore, she will not work this week.
· Use a semicolon before the conjunctive adverb and a comma after it.

· Conjunctive adverbs or transitional expressions indicate the relationship between independent clauses. These adverbs and expressions include:

	also
	for instance
	in fact
	nevertheless
	similarly

	as a result
	furthermore
	in other words
	next
	that is

	consequently
	however
	likewise
	on the contrary
	then

	finally
	in addition
	meanwhile
	on the other hand
	therefore

	for example
	in contrast
	moreover
	otherwise
	thus


4. IC, coordinating conjunction IC.

Emily worked three days last week, and she will work three days this week.
· Use a comma before these conjunctions when they join independent clauses.

· Coordinating conjunctions indicate the relationship between independent clauses. There are seven coordinating conjunctions (the FANBOYS): for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.  
5. DC, IC.

Even though Emily works hard, she always finds time to draw pictures.
· When the dependent clause comes before the independent clause, use a comma between the clauses.
6. IC, DC.  or   IC DC.

Emily will work late tomorrow, although she would rather be going to the movies.

Emily will work late tomorrow if her project is not finished.
· When an independent clause comes before a dependent clause, use a comma between the clauses if needed for clarity.  According to The Everyday Writer, a comma does go before “though” and “although.”

7. Beginning of IC, nonessential Dependent Clause, End of IC.

Emily, who is the receptionist, works in The Learning Center.
· Sometimes an independent clause can be interrupted by a nonessential dependent clause.  As with other nonessential elements, it should be set off from the independent clause with commas.  (08/06)
(  Note of warning: Never use IC, IC.  This is a comma splice. (


(  Additional note: do not use IC IC.  This is a fused sentence. ( 
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