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Tests to help identify words as nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs:*
Nouns:

1. Can you add an –s to the word, with the result meaning “more than one”?

2. Can you add –‘s to the word, with the result meaning “belongs to”?

3. Can the word appear alone after a word like a, an, the, some, or this?

Verbs:

1. Can you add an –s to the word, with the result meaning “someone does the action”?

2. Can you add –ing to the word?

3. Can the word follow helping verbs such as “will ​​______" or "should ______"?

Adjectives:

1. Can you add –er to the word with the result meaning “having more of the quality named by the word”?  For example, tall + er = taller, which means “more tall”
2. Can you add –est to the word with the result meaning “having the highest degree of the quality named by the word”?  For example, tall + est = taller, which means “highest degree of tallness”
3. Can you use “more” and “most” in front of the word when the word fails to accept –er and –est?

4. Can you put the word in the blank in a sentence like this: The house/person seems ________?

Adverbs:

1. Try –er, -est, more and most tests, as for adjectives above.

2. Use this test sentence: ______ sneak / behave / vanish  _____. In the first blank, supply a subject that makes sense with the verb you choose.  Then check whether you can put the word being tested in the blank following the verb.  If you can, then the word is an adverb.
  Ex. They sneak quietly.  Animals behave predictably. The cat vanished completely.
Exercise: Identify the parts of speech of the underlined words below.

When I first came to The Writing Center, I was a little nervous.  I wasn’t sure what to expect, and I didn’t know what the tutor would be like.  I was afraid he or she might be like the scary teachers I’d had in high school, who seemed to be interested only in telling me all the things I did wrong and who weren’t very supportive or encouraging.  I didn’t need to worry, though.  My tutor was great!  She was friendly and helped me to feel at ease.  She explained what kinds of helpful assistance the tutors can give to students, and she made some excellent recommendations for improving my writing.  Therefore, now when I am confused about an assignment, I go to The Writing Center.  There, I know I’ll be met with smiles, reassurance, and some good advice.  Hey, maybe you should go to the Writing Center, too!
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The Core Components of an Independent Clause (a sentence)


 ( Noun             ( Pronoun           ( Verb           ( Adjective          ( Adverb





Noun – A noun is the name of a person, place, or thing.


(desk, tutor, Mrs. Brown, Joe, friend, restaurant, Charleston, France,  fear, belief)





Pronoun – A pronoun takes the place of a noun.


Personal, subject form (I, you, he, she, it, we, they)


Personal, object form (me, him, her, us, them)


Possessive (his, hers, its, their)


Reflexive (myself, himself)


Demonstrative (this, that, these, those)





Verb – A verb is a word that  shows action or a state of being.





Action: write, think, move, sleep





(rain falls, happiness grows, students contemplate, families travel, birds fly)





State of Being: am, are, is, was, were, being





(A child is fussy; birds were flying; instructors are being thoughtful.)





Adjective – An adjective is a word that describes or modifies (changes) a noun or pronoun.





(A hearty meal, a red scarf, a loving parent, a challenging assignment)





Adverb – An adverb is a word that describes or modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb.


The bird flies slowly.


He is truly concerned.


He ran very quickly.





The Functional Words in a Sentence


 ( Conjunctions                ( Prepositions              ( Interjections





Interjection – An interjection is a word that expresses strong feeling or emotion.





Ouch!


Oh my!


Hey!


Help!


Good grief!


Mercy!


Yo!


Wow!  I understand this now.








Preposition – A preposition is a word that shows the relationship between two words.


(in, on, at, with, of, near, beside, to, from, about, by, for, like, etc.)


Prepositions usually occur with a noun (called the “object of the preposition”) and create a prepositional phrase.


(in a minute, on a limb, at lunch, on time, to the fair, of the class)


A prepositional phrase may be used as an adjective or an adverb.





Conjunction – A conjunction is a word that joins or connects words, groups of words, phrases, or clauses (including sentences).


Coordinating


FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so


Subordinating


because, if, since, unless, until, although, when, after, as even if, so that, though. . .


Adverbial


____; moreover, ____


____; consequently, ____


____; therefore, ____





Information from Grammar in a Nutshell





* Tests from cla.calpoly.edu/~jrubba/syn/syntax_PofS.html
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