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Interpersonal Domestic

Interpersonal ïAttempt to 
have power and control 
over another. The abuse 
can occur through the 
use or threat of physical, 
sexual, or emotional 
violence, economic 
control, isolation, or 
other kinds of coercive 
behavior.

·Domestic - A pattern of 
behaviors in partner 
relationships that 
incorporates a range of 
abusive tactics which 
serve to establish 
coercive control of one 
partner over the other

What is Interpersonal /Domestic Violence?



Emotional

Economic

Sexual Physi cal

Abuse can be:

Destruction of 
Property/Pets



What is domestic abuse?

Physical : pushing, hitting, kicking, choking, burning, 
stabbing, physically  restraining

Sexual: unwanted contact with genitals, forced sexual activity,  
sex w/ physical assault, forcing sexual activity w/ others

Emotional: controlling victimôs activities, sleep, food, money; 
attacking victimôs self-esteem; degrading or intimidating 
victim; threatening suicide, violence, deportation, custody

Destruction of Property/Pets: destroying victimôs property or 
objects of meaning; harming or killing family pets



ü1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  W O M E N  A N D  8 3 4 , 0 0 0  M E N  A R E  V I C T I M S  O F  
A S S A U L T  B Y  T H E I R  I N T I M A T E  P A R T N E R S

üI N T I M A T E  P A R T N E R  H O M I C I D E S  C O U N T  F O R  9 %  O F  
H O M I C I D E S  I N  T H E  U S  Y E A R L Y

üE V E R Y 9  S E C O N D S  S O M E W H E R E  I N  T H E  U . S .  A  W O M A N  I S  
A S S A U L T E D  A N D  B E A T E N

üE V E R Y  3 7 . 8  S E C O N D S  S O M E W H E R E  I N  T H E  U . S .  A  M A N  I S  
B A T T E R E D

üO N  C O L L E G E  C A M P U S E S ,  3 2 %  O F  S T U D E N T S  R E P O R T  D A T I N G  
V I O L E N C E  B Y  P R E V I O U S  P AR T N E R

Alarming Stats



South Carolina

ÁSouth Carolina ranks #6 in the nation for numbers of 
women killed by men resulting from domestic violence.  

ÁIn 38% of homicides involving intimate partners the 
perpetrators kills more than one person.

Á70% of men who batter their partners either sexually or 
physically abuse their children.

Á



Scope of Abuse in US

ÁA Woman is raped every 8 seconds in the US
ÁFour women are murdered everyday by their 

male partner
Á60% of all battered women are beaten while 

pregnant
ÁNearly 1 in 4 American women ages 18 ï65 has 

experienced domestic violence
ÁThe leading cause of death for women, more 

than traffic accidents, and all diseases combined, 
is battery. 



Injury Number PCT.

Minor injury 97,550 86.9
Severe laceration 7,744 6.9
Other major injury     4,393 3.9
Internal injury 1,127 1.0
Broken bones 1,081           1.0
Unconsciousness 177 0.2
Loss of teeth 172 0.2

Injuries 

Resulting 

From 

Violence

In SC

Resource: 

SCIBRS, SLED



American legal system is based on Englandôs Common Law:

ÁWomen had no legal existence.

ÁWomen were viewed as property.

ÁNo right to their own wages

ÁNo legal rights to their own children

ÁWomen could not hold property



English Common Law

ÁNo right to vote until 1920

ÁMen had the right to ñdisciplineò their wives

ÁLaws forbidding birth control and abortion 

ÁMarital Rape did not exist 

ÁBeating your wife was NOT against the law 
(Rule of Thumb)



Rule of thumb law

·The term ñrule of thumbò is a common expression used 
in American society to denote a guideline or rule for 
routine use of an item.

· However, this was not its original meaning. Prior to 18 th

century England it was a common law that men could 
beat their women with anything of any shape or size. 

·In the 18th century, Judge William Blackstone wrote 
down the ñrule of thumbò law which kept men from 
beating their wives as severely, because the object with 
which they beat her could be no wider than the menôs 
thumb.



SIGNS OF AN ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIP

ÅFeel afraid of your partner most of the time?

ÅAvoid certain topics out of fear of angering 
your partner?

ÅFeel that you canôt do anything right for your 
partner?

ÅBelieve that you deserve to be hurt or 
mistreated?

ÅWonder if youôre the one who is crazy!

ÅHave to give an account for your every 
move?

Do 
you:



Does your partner:

·Humiliate, criticize, or yell at you?

·Treat you so badly that youôre embarrassed for your 
friends or family to see?

·Ignore or put down your opinions or 
accomplishments?

·Blame you for his own abusive behavior?

·See you as property or a sex object, rather than as a 
person?



Why Does She Stay?

Ç Economic Factors

Ç Safety Factors

Ç Social Factors

Ç Emotional Factors



Who is the typical domestic violence victim?

ðIf you are a victim      

you are not alone!






